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If you ask the right questions, they get you
the answer where you start. The same thing
for Congress. If somebody asks you why you
came here today, you say, ‘‘Because I like
my Congressman; he’s a good man. He’s at-
tentive to his duties. He’s got the right ideas.
He’ll change in the right way. And I do not
want to see America or our State or this con-
gressional district blow the best chance we
have ever had to build the future of our
dreams for our children.’’

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom A at the Wyndham Franklin
Plaza Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Marcel
Groen, chairman, Montgomery County, PA,
Democratic Committee; and former Representa-
tive Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Statement on Assistance To Support
Efforts To Stabilize the Situation in
Sierra Leone
May 19, 2000

I have authorized the Department of De-
fense to provide up to $20 million in defense
goods and services to support efforts by the
United Nations and other international
forces to stabilize the situation in Sierra
Leone. This assistance, which we will provide
on a nonreimbursable basis, will include mili-
tary transport, supplies, equipment, and serv-
ices, so the international community has the
capabilities it urgently needs.

Our African and other partners have taken
a stand to restore peace and hope to Sierra
Leone; we will stand with them. Sierra
Leone’s people have suffered far too much
for far too long, and they need immediate
assistance to prevent a return to full-scale
civil war. We have a genuine opportunity to
make a difference, to give them a chance for
a better future, and to aid the cause of sta-
bility and democracy in Africa. We will do
what is necessary for Sierra Leone so the
international community can get the job
done.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Dinner in
Chicago, Illinois
May 19, 2000

Thank you very much. Senator Durbin,
thank you for those wonderful remarks and
for your friendship. I want to begin by joining
everyone else in thanking Fred and Ken for
opening their beautiful home. I don’t know
what to make of Torricelli’s remark about the
concrete. [Laughter] Since I’m the only guy
here that’s not running for anything, I’m
probably the only person to get away with
cracking a joke about it, but I’m going to
let it go, anyway. [Laughter]

I will say this, Senator Torricelli, in your
shameless pander to Mayor Daley—[laugh-
ter]—referring to Chicago as the greatest city
in America, I took the precaution of sending
a note to the people who tape all my remarks
to make sure we delete that so it can’t be
played in Newark the next time you run for
election. [Laughter] And I might say, I got
the mayor to approve of that before I did
it. [Laughter]

Let me say to all of you, I am so proud
to be here with these members of our Senate
caucus and with our candidate. I want to
thank all the host committee, not just Fred
and Ken, but Joe and Yvonne, Lou and Bette.
And I thank you, Joe Cari, for the work you
do for our party every day. I could talk all
night long just about the people who have
been introduced tonight.

Tom Daschle is an extraordinary leader
and one of the best people I think I’ve ever
known. I’ll never forget going to the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota
with him. The night before we went to visit
Mount Rushmore, and I told him, I said,
‘‘Tom, you win six Senate seats and we’ll put
your face up there, too.’’ [Laughter]

Senator Torricelli has really been—you
can tell just from the way he spoke up here
tonight that he’s so laid back and passive, it’s
amazing—[laughter]. I can’t thank him
enough for pushing all this.

I thank my good friend Carl Levin, who’s
here from Michigan, one of the States where
I think we’ll win a Senate seat, and he’ll have
a genuine partner after this election. And
Senator Bayh, who, like me, was a Governor,
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